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DISCOVERING DIAMONDS

Mick Gerritsen has a knack for

matching Kiwl Innovatlen with
OVEFSEas INVestment.

by Kirsten Redsgazrd-Mathiesen

Midk Gerritszn is 2 lasyer by srofession but the self-
desoriibed “5ar Vvars kldT has been fascnated by “Cthe
science fiction end of nnovation” since his early days. At
theage of |0, he named his champon pet lanb Princes: Lea.
Blovw bie eearrines his pacsion for rerhnadogy in mors sirace
ways — a5 one of Mew Zealand's leading business sat-up
experts and kniovd=dee brokers.

For Kmwwi nnowators leoking for capital and market
expartse to ke their products toa ghobel market —and for
owerseas investors lookng fio- opportunities — Garriten is
a vical [mk. ""What's lacking bere is tha: we don't have the
dyrarmic cxpericnoe anc analsis that cnable: Mew Zealand
to make decisions abouwt its own technclogy, so | acces: that
thirking and analyss from the global marker,” e says.

Though he lives in the bucodic Marborough region. his
life revobees around progressive water, bio-desel software,
applied engineering hoaltherars and nanatechanlngy projecte
— projects aundant i entrepredeurid drive, bt low on
funding.

"Mew Zealind's capial markets are too small to ke a
risk and back many sta tups and are ocused on dividend
raterns rathe” than on capital growth, he says And at the
same time, “most small businesses wouldnt know where
tm hegin lnnbing fr nwersess crurees of wesmene and
strategic support.”

To fil the gap, Gerrisen 3=t up Crispsors n 2000 —
and since, the company has built commercal propositons
worth atleast 543 millicn. Cnspstart is a ane-mar conpany,
but Gerritsar works cosely with a renge of people with
expertise in various sectors. The resuos that seem o be
achaved on this naw frontiar are armasng and much bigger
than me.” he says. “fou could never plan for these sorts of
resules — you have 1o belleve”

STARTUP AND GO

Twe of Crispstar’s most visible sucoesses arz bictech
startup $YF1 lechnolopes and ManoUluster Lievices, both
baszd in Christchurch.

In 203, Gerritsen raged $2E milion for the
covmrarializaticn nf SYFT which novas has 3 value of dhoas
F2E million, a: listed on Unlisted, aVWeb-based stock trading
plagiorm. In 2004, he ras=d 51.0 milion for MasoCluster,
which has developad novel methods for mhing dusters of
atoms and SorMing ther inte efectncaly conduCing wires,
targeting the printad cinouit board, fud cell and computer
hard disk drive markets The unfisted Company is valued at
roughily 51215 millkon and has joint-wentarad aith one of the
rop 10 LS nanotech firns.
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“We have a very
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view of the world.

We certainly have the
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PHOTC: e Badgord-Haseon

arrirsen hac akn helpad rmohnng Christchaarrh-
based software developer Viortex inte the glotal
arena, and weas insrumental i attracting fedoer WKivi
Pooj Preena a former LLS. business development
mznage” tor skype, to head thewr ULY operaionsm
San Francisco.

“Mick is a very talented deal-maker and a rave
hread in Maw Fraland " sy Vinessw CFC) Franmon
Eenton-Daw ”| believe the country owes 3 great
aegl G by aed Une Fewe ol s like bimn, wwilh
the expertise and vision o laurch hew Zealaad
technobgy onto the world stige - and do it
successulby”

BETTING OMN KMNOY/LEDGE

Before gewting behind z propct, Gerritsen believes
it's fundmentally mgen-rane fo ekt the innsvanors
in their workspaces. “Spotting the technology in the
[k iz really the first and one of the ot important
stages in dus difizence. geting me to thal point
wrere | can unequivccally say that | beleve m
wiat they are dong” he says "lts like discovering
diamonds.”

A5 in other relativaly un-minad sconomis,
these damoads often come in the rough — but
the potential i3 significant.*"¥e have a very unique
and powerfl view of the world =y Garritsen.
“Ac a country we offer a lotWe certainly have the
quility of researck and innovation that leads to oo
quality and ghobally sigrificart IF”

e many in the private and public sectors here,
Gerritsen bebeves Mew Zealind's future lies seyoad
he economic manstay; of meat and dulry.” Gertng
goad gobal value for our leading t=chnological
imrovation & th: best way of achieving the
arpnnmie frensfimarion that this rrantey need”
he says “WWe cant do it by growing more sheep
or by producing more milk powder Technological
inrowation is 2 maor part of the solution™

deing part of Mat solution 15 3 Dig part of the
drive for Gerritsan. “I'm like the original surveyor
that esmblished the first tracks Inking the growth
arexs of Maw Zaaland — firding the fardla vallevs,
the gocd water, special places that then can be
sizillend by greater ppamiber s

< Chamgroring  Kiwi  ingowity: Mice CSorritacn
ouside the 1334 micket club pavilion he iz restoring
I ¥¥almrta Bay, Kerepurs Sound, Hariboough



